
Overall Goals for Congressional Visits
• Dispel myths and showcase the progress and innovation you are enabling in your 

communities

• Highlight federal partnership essential to support for engineering

• Keep momentum going on growth to federal investments in research and education

• Seek champions for bolstering engineering priorities

• Keep positive message on engineering research and education while protecting against 
threats 



ASEE/EDC Congressional Priorities 
• Advocate for Funding at Critical Agencies
–National Science Foundation research and education funding
–Department of Defense basic and applied research
–Specific research accounts for other mission agencies (e.g. DOE, NASA, NIH)
–Pell and other student aid

• Protect Against Threats to Engineering Schools and Colleges
–Science and Security
–Immigration – high-skilled immigration and student talent pipeline (e.g. H1B visas, OPT, DACA)

• Inform Education, Research, and STEM Policy
–Research agency reauthorizations (e.g. NSF, Defense, NASA, Applied Energy)
–National Defense Education Act reauthorization
–Higher Education Act reauthorization – student impacts, teacher training



Talking Points



Handout



Considerations for Visit Preparations
•Make a plan for each meeting
–Who will lead off discussion
–Key topics to address
–Any pitfalls to avoid

• Consider Member priorities and connected examples of research and student 
successes
–Connect to committee assignments or leadership positions, district assets, etc.

• If meeting with staff note their background and issue coverage


