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The Landscape



Upper Midwest Voters Were the Decisive Block
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Republicans Control Majority of State Legislatures and 

Governorships

STATE LEGISLATURES AND GOVERNORSHIPS

November 11, 2016  |  Madelaine Pisani, Katharine Conlon and Christine Yan

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, 2016.

■ Dem legislature, Dem governor   ■ GOP legislature, GOP governor       ■ N/A*      
■ Dem legislature, GOP governor  ■ GOP legislature, Dem governor       ■ Not yet called
■ Split legislature, Dem governor   ■ Split legislature, GOP governor   

Party control of state legislatures and governorships
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* Nebraska has a unicameral, nonpartisan legislature and a GOP governor, Alaska has an independent governor and a GOP legislature







How Big is Student Loan Debt?  



Education policy heat map, 2017-2018
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Abolish Department of 
Education 

$20 billion grant for 
school choice

Eliminate Common 
Core standards

Reduce size of 
Dept. of Ed.Free community 

college

Re-Privatize Student 
Loans

Pass Perkins CTE 
Legislation

Repeal Teacher Prep 
Rule

Increased 
Accountability for 
Higher Education



STEM Education Issues and Implications 



General Public’s Image 



Hollywood’s Historical Image 



What (Many) Students Think 



Actual STEM Careers 



STEM Majors Do Very Well  



So Do STEM Technicians 



Strengthening the STEM Pipeline  



Where We See STEM Opportunities (-ish)

Funding Priorities

CTE Legislation

State Level Advocacy Under 

Every Student Succeeds Act



Thank You!


